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Lesson 9 -- Turning Around the Abortion Mentality
“One in four women in the United States, age 45 or younger, has had an abortion.”

-- CNN News 1/22/2003

1995/6   Congress passes a bill to outlaw partial-birth abortion.  President Clinton vetoes the bill.
1998      The National Organization of Women (NOW) uses a racketeering law (meant to stop organized
              crime) to convince a federal jury that pro-lifers have engaged in nationwide extortion to shut 
              down clinics.
1999      A Federal jury orders abortion opponents to pay $107 million in damages for listing abortion
              doctors’ names and addresses on a website.

2000      The U.S. Supreme Court strikes down Nebraska’s law banning late term abortions.

2001      President Bush signs an executive order barring U.S. aid to international groups that use their
              own money to perform abortions and declares he would sign a law banning partial-birth abortion.

2002/3   California leads the nation in enacting laws that uphold abortion rights:  (1) block public access to
              names and addresses of abortion clinics, (2) require obstetricians and gynecologists to be 
              trained in abortion techniques during residency, (3) require emergency-room staff to tell victims
             of sexual abuse about emergency contraception, then provide it free of charge, (4) allow nurses
             and mid-wives to prescribe abortion drugs, (5) require clinics doing in-vitro fertilization to inform 

              women of the option to donate their discarded embryos to research.







-- The Orange County Register 1/22/2003

In Chapter 12 we discussed the fact that in the abortion debate the Christian is driven by a conviction, based on biblical revelation, about the nature of human origins and the value of human life.  Christians believe that God created human beings in His own image.  And because human life bears this Divine stamp, life is a sacred gift from God the Creator.  Life is a miracle and for this reason Christians support a culture of life.  But, the naturalistic worldview of our society taken to its logical conclusion denies that the human species is superior to any other biological species.  This view of humanity is based on pragmatism and utilitarianism, and leads to the culture of death ethic of today, from which abortion, assisted suicide, euthanasia, and infanticide spring.  If human life bears the stamp of a Divine Maker, it is infinitely precious.  But if it is simply the product of nature, then utilitarian analysis becomes the dominant determinant:  “Get the helpless nuisances, as well as the dying, the infirm, the disabled, and the nonproductive out of the way of the powerful!”  
If we were not created by God – and therefore not bound by His laws – if we are simply the most advanced of the primates, why shouldn’t we do whatever we choose?  Our bodies are ours and can be used as “instruments” however we choose.  There is no moral significance to how we use our bodies as long as there is no coercion.  This logic is what caused the Supreme Court to decide in Roe v. Wade (1973) that a human fetus is not a person and therefore can be legitimately destroyed.  The court could only decide that the mother was a person with a “right to privacy.”  The Supreme Court reinforced its decision in 1992 with its Planned Parenthood v. Casey decision, which defined “liberty” as the “right to make intimate and personal choices…(concerning the)…mystery of human life.”  Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World is not just some bizarre fantasy.  Today, it is being played out in the real world.  Yet there is hope for a turnaround as we shall see in the story of abortion doctor Dr. Bernard Nathanson.  His story unfolds as he is aborting a 9-week old fetus.
Chapter 22 – Good Intentions:  Nathanson positioned the speculum to hold open the vaginal canal, and then administered a local anesthetic to the cervix with a hypodermic.  He widened the cervical canal with a metal rod and inserted the curette into the uterine cavity.  At the end of the ten-minute procedure, Nathanson carefully examined the lumps of  bloody tissue on the tray  to make sure that he could account for all the parts of the dismembered fetus ... He had done a good job.  He stepped over and looked down into the face of the woman under the white sheet.  “Everything’s fine,” he said.  “Rest for a while in the recovery room.  Then I’ll come check on you.  You have someone to take you home, right?”  No one watching the scene in the operating room would have guessed that the woman on the gurney was Nathanson’s lover ... or that he had just aborted his own child.  It was social inequity that first motivated Bernard Nathanson to campaign for the legalization of abortion.  In 1969 he co-founded the National Abortion Rights Action League and enlisted feminists, including Betty Friedan, in the cause of abortion-on-demand defining it as a “woman’s issue" on which only feminists are permitted to express an opinion.  In 1970, Nathanson began running the nation’s largest abortion clinic.
In 1973, however, Nathanson made a career change and accepted a position as chief of obstetrical services at Saint Luke’s hospital in New York City, although he continued to perform abortions.  At that time the ultrasound machine first started making its appearance.  Nathanson was amazed.  He could see a throbbing heart.  He could see that the baby has its hands folded over its face.  Was it a boy or a girl?  It was a girl!   During the course of the scan he noticed that his mind had dropped the word fetus in favor of baby.  Suddenly everything he had been learning about the child in the womb since his entry into the field of perinatology snapped into focus.  For example:
· Week 3:    the heartbeat begins

· Week 6:    the major organ systems have formed

· Week 12:  from this point on the child simply grows larger and more capable of life.
Nathanson felt a chill.  His mood swung to a brow-sweating panic as he was now convicted that he had presided over 60,000 deaths.  Bernard Nathanson had become convinced that human life existed within the womb from the onset of pregnancy, but he was yet to conclude that abortion was wrong – only “an inexpressibly serious matter.”  He wrote a book, Aborting America, in 1979 and by that time had decided, based on scientific facts and purely humanitarian grounds (not religious), that abortion could only be justified when the life of the mother was threatened.  He stopped performing abortions.  One day, Nathanson had a brainstorm.  Why not use ultrasound technology to reveal what happens to the baby during an abortion.  When he actually saw the tiny bodies being torn limb from limb he was startled and revolted.  Even more sickening, the ultrasound showed the babies desperately trying to wriggle away from the suction apparatus.  One 12-week fetus continued to struggle even after it had been severely maimed; opening his mouth in what looked horrifyingly like a scream of fear and pain.  Nathanson made a tape of this and a film entitled, The Silent Scream.  When it was released in 1985 it instantly transformed the nature of the abortion debate.  Without proposing any theological position, Nathanson had forced the abortion supporters to acknowledge that abortion is about taking human life.
At the same time, an internal “silent scream” began to torment Bernard Nathanson.  How could I be so blind to the true nature of abortion?  How could I preside over mass slaughter?  He had lived an “unspeakably shallow” life, as he later wrote, “acquiring lavish homes, trendy autos, trophy wives, wine cellars, and horses.”  Then, as he grew older, he sought desperately to recover his youth though cosmetic surgery, bodybuilding, and fashions designed for college kids.  “I was dwelling in the suzerainty of the demons of sin,” he wrote, “oblivious to all but the endless carnival of pleasures, the party never ends, or so the demons would have you believe.”  Nathanson found himself face-to-face with real guilt about his life of frivolity and the scepter of abortion.  How ironic that his one great humanitarian cause had turned out to be nothing less than mass slaughter.  This brought him to the brink of suicide.  He turned to what he called the “literature of sin,” reading Augustine’s Confessions repeatedly and other works that described the soul’s tormented search for answers to guilt.  “Your beauty drew me to you,” Augustine wrote, “I had no doubt at all that you were the one to whom I would cling ... only my inner self was a house divided against itself..”  But Christianity did not seem like a viable solution to one who since childhood associated the name of Jesus Christ with a history of persecution against the Jewish people.
Then in 1989, Nathanson attended a pro-life rally in New York City.  Nathanson wrote that the pro-life activists exhibited an “intensity of love and prayer that astonished me.”  “With pro-choicers hurling the most fulsome epithets at them, the police surrounding them, the media openly unsympathetic to their cause, the federal judiciary fining and jailing them, and municipal officials threatening them – all through it they sat smiling, quietly praying, singing confident,” Nathanson wrote.  The pro-lifers seemed to have an otherworldly peace.  It was only then, with this vivid image of love pressing in on him, that Nathanson began “for the first time in my entire adult life ... to entertain seriously the notion of God.”  In 1993, he shut down his practice to pursue advanced studies in bioethics.  He sought counsel from rabbis for he finally came to the point where he believed that he would meet his Creator someday.  How could he enter the presence of a just God?  How could he be delivered from death – the death of all the lives he had taken and the death of his own soul?  He stood condemned in his own eyes.  Was there any hope for him?

Chapter 23 – In Search of Redemption:  One day in the late autumn of 1996 Colson’s secretary got a surprising phone call.  Dr. Bernard Nathanson was inviting Mr. Colson and his wife to his baptism at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  The man who had once been the nation’s leading abortionist had accepted Jesus Christ and His offer of forgiveness!  This was one of those rare, illuminating moments.  Dr. Bernard Nathanson – a Jew by birth, a man who had been an atheist by conviction and a brilliant but amoral doctor by profession – knelt before the cross of Christ.  “All I could think about while I was kneeling at the altar,” said Nathanson, “was my bar mitzvah.  That day I was so afraid.  Today I felt all that fear fall away.  I experienced sheer grace.”  Colson said, “As I listened to him speak; I shivered with wonder at the transformation that can take place in the human soul.”  
Not all of us, of course, are driven to the depths of despair that Nathanson was.  Yet all human beings yearn, deep in their hearts, for deliverance from sin and guilt.  Many try to suppress the longing, to rationalize it away, to mute it with lesser answers.  But ultimately, it is impossible to evade.  This is the great human predicament -- sooner or later, even the most decent among us know there is rottenness at our core.  We long to find freedom from our guilt and failures, to find some greater meaning and purpose in life, to know that there is hope. 
This need for salvation has been imprinted on the human soul since the first couple went astray in the Garden.  The desire is universal, and every religion and worldview offers some form of redemption.  For the Buddhist, it is nirvana; for the Jew, it is atonement for good works; for the Muslim, it may be heaven but only after the perilous walk across the “sword of judgment.”  For the American consumer it’s resolving our problems and anxieties by the products being advertised.  But which offer of redemption is true?  Which gives a genuine answer to the human dilemma?  And which ones are crass counterfeits?  Only Jesus Christ provides true redemption.
BIBLE STUDY: Gen 1:26, 27; Ps 139:13-16; Is 49:1,5; Ps 22:10; Job 31:15; Jer 1:5; 20:17; Lk 1:15, 31,
 35, 36, 41, 44; Ex 20:13; 1Jn 1:9; Ps 32:5; Lk 23:34

QUESTIONS:
1. According to Scripture, when does life begin?  What evidence is given?
2. According to Scripture, why is abortion wrong?
3. According to medical science, what evidence is there that the fetus is a human being?
4. According to U. S. Supreme Court decisions why is abortion permissible?
5. Does God forgive those who have had an abortion?  How do we know that?
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